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Bernal Loses Round One 
at Board of Supes 

in favor of the legislation. More than twenty-five other 


by Ron Morgan 

Bernal residents and their citywide allies expected a 
home run when they arrived up at the Housing and 
Land Use Committee Hearing on Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano's Big Box legislation last Thursday, January 
24th. Instead, they got thrown a curveball. Supervisor 
Ammiano surprised and disappointed friend and foe 
alike by introducing a last-minute amendment 
designed to placate Home Depot supporters by allow¬ 
ing "greater input" from the Planning Area Committee 
in Planning Commission deliberations of Conditional 
Use applications. If this sounds confusing, it was: The 
end result was that the committee agreed to delay a 
vote on the Big Box legislation for a week until all par¬ 
ties could decipher the amendment. 

Scope of Legislation 

Supervisor Ammiano's Big Box legislation would 
create Conditional Use Authorization requirements for 
retail outlet developments over 50,000 square feet, 
excluding grocery stores. It would create mandatory 
hearings before the Planning Commission, demand 
greater accountability in the permit application 
process, and ensure communities the ability to appeal 
final decisions by the Planning Department at the 
Board of Supervisors. The legislation is timely, with 
corporate giants like Target and Home Depot probing 
San Francisco for retail sites, while Best Buy and 
Costco have already been awarded permits to devel¬ 
op without significant community input. Home Depot 
would have to reapply for a permit under the legisla¬ 
tion, if is it is enacted, before the Planning Department 
rules on appeals to Home Depot's original applica¬ 
tion. The Big Box legislation would not prohibit retail¬ 
ers larger than 50,000 sq. ft. 

Committee member Supervisor Chris Daly praised 
the legislation, citing the Best Buy and Costco develop¬ 
ments, as well as the proposed Target Big Box devel¬ 
opment at Eighth and Harrison, as perfect examples 
of why the City's communities need this tool. 
Committee Chair Jake McGoldrick acknowledged the 
need for this legislation, suggesting that the City com¬ 
mission a study on the economic impact of Big Box 
retail on local businesses. Committee member Aaron 
Peskin, who had earlier voiced strong support for Big 
Box, seemed distant, first requesting that his name be 
taken off a list of support for the legislation published 
by the BHNC, then questioning the timing of the legis¬ 
lation. 

Public Process Needed 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center Executive 
Director Mauricio Vela and BHNC Board President 
Larry Cruz led the No Home Depot coalition testimony 


concerned citizens, including environmentalists, labor 
unions, residents, and small business owners from 
across the City, testified that all communities affected 
by these retail behemoths need a process to address 
their concerns. Some questioned why smaller busi¬ 
nesses, like GoodLife Grocery and Brownie's 
Hardware, were required to apply for Conditional Use 
Authorizations to do simple remodels, while giant 
projects like Best Buy and Home Depot were exempt. 

Supporters testifying before the committee included 
small business coalition representative Liz Linale, labor 
leaders Mary Chambers of UFCW Local 468, Diane 
Walker of UFCW Local 101, Patty Tamura of SEIU 
790, Mike Boss, newly installed co-president of the 
Cortland Merchants Association (which had voted to 
support the legislation two days earlier), as well as 
BHNC Organizers Oriana Ides and Ron Morgan. 

Their message was that Big Box impact is citywide, 
and Big Box development requires adequate input and 
accountability to the communities that they impact. 
Bernal supporters emphasized that any development 
on Bayshore Boulevard between Cesar Chavez and 
Alemany Boulevard will impact both Districts 9 and 10. 

Opposition Shows Up 

Supervisor Ammiano's office had advised organiz¬ 
ers in support of the Big Box legislation not to call out 
the troops/since this was supposed to be a friendly 
hearing before a committee already on record in 
favor. Supporters were dismayed to find that the 
Bayview Planning Area Committee brought fifty plus 
supporters, not counting Home Depot PR staff, to ham¬ 
mer their message home that the Bayview should have 
total control over Big Box development on Bayshore 
Boulevard. Although the legislation would benefit all 
of the City's communities, the supervisors seemed 
moved by the Bayview's argument that an artificial 
political boundary should render Bernal silent when 
retail behemoths threaten to flood our streets with traf¬ 
fic, foul our air with increased diesel and auto pollu¬ 
tion, and devastate our local merchants with predato¬ 
ry category-killing marketing. 

Other Surprises 

Despite the establishment last year of an Industrial 
Protection Zone, some of the Bernal contingent still 
retain a vision of housing on the old Goodman's site. 
Yet all were surprised by Supervisor Ammiano's com¬ 
ments throughout the hearing, stating that housing 
would never be built on the old Goodmans site, calling 
alternative visions to Home Depot "Bernal's fantasies", 
and offering a doomsday forecast that the full Board of 
Supervisors would never vote to stop Home Depot. 


What you can do to Help! 

Although delayed, Supervisor Ammiano's Big Box 
legislation is still very much alive, as is the No Home 
Depot campaign. Bernal Heights needs to let the 
Supervisor Ammiano and others know that San 
Francisco needs Big Box protection, and Bayshore and 
Cortland is our border and impacts District 9! Please 
take time to call, write and fax your supervisor today 
and urge him to pass the Big Box legislation without 
exceptions. Tell your friends across the City to call 
their supervisors in support of Big Box Bill. Drop by 
the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center for No 
Depot window posters and informational flyers, place 
them in your home and/or business window and 
around the neighborhood. To keep up to date on the 
latest news, call 206-2140, XI55 for recorded 
updates on upcoming events and important dates. 
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Dear Neighbor, 


Happy New Year! On behalf of the Neighborhood Center, we hope you had a joyous holiday sea¬ 
son, that finds you not broke from Holiday expenses. I wanted to extend a warm and exciting invita¬ 
tion to get involved in the activities of the center and surrounding community. 

A lot of good things are going on at the Neighborhood Center and in Bernal: 

With the addition of Ron Morgan as our new Community Organizing Coordinator the BHNC is 
now at a full staffing level. Ron is coordinating our "Home Depot Doesn't Fit" Campaign. Other new 
staff additions include Juanita Zetar, our new senior program peer care coordinator, who replaced 
Shirley Ruth who retired this past December (see Shirley Ruth retirement celebration story); and Jandro 
Alcantar who joined us in October to head our Bernal Gateway Apartments Teen center and our new 
Waterfront Kids maritime exploration project in conjunction with the Mission YMCA. 

Our New Bernal Journal continues to improve and remain exciting and informative. You can read 
about the BHNC's 2002 workplan, the new leadership of the Cortland Merchants, community high¬ 
lights of neighborhood artists and volunteers, community improvement efforts at Holly and Precita 
Parks, and many more informative stories about challenges and changes taking place in Bernal and 
our adjacent communities. 

For those of you with some extra time on your hands, we can use help with distribution of the paper 
(please see gap list), and we welcome letters to the editor about issues pertinent to you and our community. 

We're also in the midst of our major donor drive and getting ready to start our 2002 membership 
drive. We have included a tear out to allow you to join the BHNC and support our efforts to maintain 
one of the most unique and organized communities in San Francisco. 

In the meantime, should you wish to reach me, drop by the center or call to schedule an appoint¬ 
ment at 206-2140. 

Wishing you and yours a Happy Valentine's Day. 

Sincerely, 


Mauricio E. Vela 
Executive Director, 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 


The New Bernal Journal has really 
been looking its best... 

by Oriana Ides 

On behalf of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, I would like to take a moment to thank all of 
our faithful volunteers for their time and interest. 

Bernal Heights is filled with thousands of eyes and ears that have proven to stay committed to our 
community by contributing articles that are 
informative and interesting. Our little city is con¬ 
stantly on the cutting edge. Thanks to your assis- Routes Available 

tance, neighbors have the option of an alterna¬ 
tive news source they can rely on to keep them * Folsom (Cortland to Crescent) * 

up to date. * Banks (Cortland to Crescent) ★ 

Your consistent support in delivering the paper ★ Prentiss (Cortland to Crescent) * 

door to door six times a year is instrumental in * Putnam (Cortland to Crescent) * 

our success. The New Bernal Journal is the only * Bradford (Cortland to Crescent) ★ 

FREE neighborhood paper in San Francisco that ★ Pera , ta ( Cort|and to Crescent) * 

is still delivered door to door. We genuinely * Ellert (Cortland to Crescent) * 

appreciate all o your dedication and help. Your * Newma „ (Cortland t0 Crescenl) * 

participation is ey in keeping this vital resource * (Cort|and Crescent) * 

alive and well. As a result ot all of our hard . „ ^ ^ „ .v , 

, , * Moultrie (Cortland to Bernal Hill) * 

work, the NBJ is a paper worth while readinq ★ , . . ... ★ 

, . L i . Nevada (Cortland to Bernal Hill) . 

and a paper worth while supportinq. * * 

,r u |.i . . . | j, i . ★ Nebraska (Cortland to Bernal Hill) ★ 

It you would like to be involved by delivering . ' . 

.1 m n i i II r . Bradford (Cortland to Bernal Hill) * 

the New Bernal Journal please contact Oriana ★ ★ 

Ides at (415) 206-2140x152. Below is a list of * Canrer (Cortland to Bernal Hill) * 

available delivery routes. If the New Bernal * Bonview (form Coso to end) * 

Journal is not curre ntly delivered to your door * Coleridge (Cortland to Virginia) * 

and you do not see your street below, please call * Prospect (Virginia to Coso) - 

Oriana as well. Thank you once again. 
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Proposition D Aims to Bring 
Planning Power to the People 


by David Looman 

Disappointed or distressed by the way the City's 
Planning Department hands out building permits ? 

This March 5th, San Franciscans will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to vote on who gets to make vital planning and 
land use decisions. 

Under the current law, the city's Planning 
Commission is composed of seven members who are 
appointed by the Mayor. The Mayor can fire a 
Planning Commissioner at any time, for any reason - 
or for no reason at all. 

The decisions of the Planning Commission can be 
appealed to the Board of Permit Appeals. The Board 
of Permit Appeals is composed of five members who 
are also appointed by the Mayor. The Mayor can fire 
a Permit Appeals Commissioner at any time, for any 
reason - or for ho reason at all. 

Proposition D, on the March 5th ballot, would 
change all that. Under Proposition D, although the 
Mayor would still be able to appoint a majority of 
each board, the Board of Supervisors would appoint 
three members of the Planning Commission and two 
members of the Board of Permit Appeals. And, mem¬ 
bers can only be removed for official misconduct. 

For several decades now, San Franciscans have 
been concerned that the city planning process is 
'rigged' in favor of well-heeled development interests 
concerned with specific project approvals, and not a 
process "to guide, control and regulate future growth 
s and development in accordance with the Master Plan 
of the City and County of San Francisco." (SF 
Planning Code). 

Most San Franciscans believe that when the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Permit 
Appeals are faced with a choice either to uphold 
established planning policies or to approve a project 
which clearly violates policy, the Commissions will 
vote to approve projects supported by major contribu¬ 
tors to the Mayor (any Mayor). The Mayor, after all, 
can remove any member of the Planning Commission 
or any member of the Board of Permit Appeals. 

Prop L, on the November 2000 ballot, sought to 
address many of the problems this flawed planning 
process had created. Much of Proposition L has been 
enacted by the new Board of Supervisors - who were 
elected, in a large part, because of the discontent and 


concern with the planning process and its consequences. 

Proposition D. on the March 5, 2002 ballot, 
addresses the planning process itself, not just the 
results of its flaws. First of all, Proposition D will 
require that Members of the Planning Commission and 
the Board of Permit Appeals may be removed during 
their term of office only for official misconduct. 
Secondly/Proposition D will bring the Planning 
Commission and the Board of Permit Appeals more in 
line with the intent of both state law, which gives pri¬ 
mary responsibility for land use planning and regula¬ 
tion to the county Boards of Supervisors, and the San 
Francisco City Charter. 

The Charter ( Section 4.105) gives the Board of 
Supervisors primary responsibility for the approval of 
the Master Plan/General Plan, which is to guide all 
future development by articulating "goals, policies and 
programs for the future development of the City and 
County that takes into consideration social, economic, 
and environmental factors." Under Proposition D, the 
Board of Supervisors will acquire some of the authori¬ 
ty that goes with their planning responsibilities, by 
appointing three members of the Planning 
Commission and two members of the Board of 
Appeals. 

Opponents of Proposition D are claiming that the 
measure is a simple power grab by the Board of 
Supervisors, in continuance of their efforts to "get" the 
current Mayor, and that the new composition of the 
Boards will have a negative effect on housing con¬ 
struction. These claims seem to ignore the entire histo¬ 
ry of planning struggles in San Francisco, going back 
to the two Propositions M in the 1980's (and before). 
The claims also ignore the dismal record of successive 
Planning Commissions, which have promoted develop¬ 
ment that creates a need for housing, without promot- 


T. • SUBARU • TOYOTA vNISSAN‘ •'MAZDA* -j 
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iCjTires « Alignments ? Brakes • -Shocks ♦ Suspensions 

550-2400 


Greater Mission 
Consortium is Moving 
to a New Home 

The Greater Mission Consortium (GMC), 
a project of the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center is making an excit¬ 
ing move to 4468 Mission St. at Excelsior 
during the month of January. Many of 
you may know this address as the former 
"Jim's Donuts." The property has been 
completely renovated following a fire that 
destroyed the restaurant. It is a beautiful 
2200 square foot space that will offer 
youth and families in the Excelsior-com¬ 
munity access to the full range of GMC 
services, which include affordable pre 
school/childcare, after school tutorial and 
recreation programs, organized sports 
leagues, case management/counseling, 
legal assistance and employment oppor¬ 
tunities. This move would not have been 
possible without the support of District 11 
Supervisor Gerardo Sandoval and the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. On 
behalf of the Greater Mission Consortium 
and the Excelsior community, we thank 
you for investing in the GMC's support¬ 
ive, wrap-around services. We will work 
hard to demonstrate our integrity through 
our quality programs and by responding 
to community requests and needs. 


Mansfield (TC) Kimbro 

REALTOR* 


Prudential 

California Realty 


333 Gellert Blvd., Suite 130 
Datv City. CA 94015 

Office 650 757-0888 Ext. 256 Res. 415 643-3062 
Fax 650 757-1338 email: mkimbro@p3cbell.net 

£eJ An InCeserdentiy c*t«d and opsrwjd memboi r ; t The Prudential P.<ai fstafc AJftii.litft lie 




Therapeutic Massage 

415 - 642-1799 


Hello, 

My name is Helen. I have [ived and worked in “Bernal 
Heights as a “Massage “Therapist for the past five years. I offer 
a luxurious Therapeutic Massage consisting primarily of 
Swedish, “ReHf and “Deep Tissue. These techniques combined 
with my natural intuitive abilities 
result in a session that you zvill not 
regret. I am eiqjanding my hours and 
am now able to increase my client base. 

If you are interested in either regular 
appointments or an occasional visit, 
give me a call Ihicfetl Mott 
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Bernal Happenings 


New Co-Presidents lor 
Merchant's Association 

The Cortland Street Merchant's association is under 
riew leadership! December's, merchant meeting 
brought about a fresh breeze of change, and with it' 
we have two new co-presidents, Mike Boss-owner of 
Rock and Rose Landscaping-and Kingmond Young- 
owner of Kingmond Young Photography. The vice 
President is Nancy White of Wild Side West and the 
Secretary is Louisa Blasi owner of Palitino’s Italian 
Restaurant. Tom Walls is the association's new 
Treasurer. 

The amount accomplished at January's first meeting 
was refreshing. The merchants voted to support Tom 
Ammiano's Big Box Legislation, as well as to support 
The Good Life Grocery's request for a Conditional Use 
Permit. The Association also voted to have available 
a $10.00 hardship fee for any Merchant that is hav¬ 
ing a hard time with the $100.00 annual fee. 

Kingmond and Mike understand that attending a 
monthly meeting can be difficult for the average mer¬ 
chant. They are committed to facilitating their meet¬ 
ings in ways that are more inclusive of all types of 
merchants. Their first task is to make attending meet¬ 
ings and participation in the association more worth 
while and productive for Cortland's busy small mer¬ 
chants. The association is reviewing current bylaws in 
hopes getting each merchant on the same page. 

Both Kingmond and Mike live in Bernal Heights and 
are committed to creating and fostering an environ¬ 
ment that is healthy for both merchants and residents. 

Cortland Avenue will soon be the home of four new 
restaurants. A vegetarian Restaurant is opening up 
where that All-American Meat Market once operated. 
Little Nepal is opening up further down Cortland and 
so is a Cuban restaurant. And thanks to the commu¬ 
nity, The Good Life Grocery will be expanding, 
acquiring the site of Video Oasis. 

To contact our new presidents, please call them at 

648-0337 

Disaster Preparedness Training 

Beginning on Tuesday, February 26th at 6:00 p.m. the 
Ban Francisco Fire Department is teaching a FREE six- 
week Neighborhood Emergency Response Team 
(NERT) Training course at the Bernal Heights Library 
located at 500 Cortland Avenue. This program is 
designed to prepare residents to cope with a large- 
scale disaster, particularly a major earthquake. For 
more information, call Barbara Underberg at 648- 
6220. To reserve a space, call the NERT office at 
558-3456. 

New Bernal Principals Address 
the Community 

by Ario Salazar, San Francisco School Volunteers 

On Saturday, January 12, 2002, principals Sandy 
Krey from Flynn, Laura Parker from Paul Revere, and 
Eve Cheung from Junipero Serra Elementary Schools 
were invited to speak with members of the Bernal 
Heights community. The event, planned by "Building 
Bernal Schools," an initiative of the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center, in conjunction with San 
Francisco School Volunteers (SFSV) and Parents for 
Public Schools, was a great success. Eighteen mem¬ 
bers of the community (parents, activists, Volunteers, 
and neighbors) had an opportunity to hear about the 
resources, challenges and projections that each princi¬ 
pal has clearly identified at their respective elementary 
school. 

While each principal spoke about the challenges . 


they face on a day-to-day basis with issues ranging 
from Special Education, parent involvement and vol- 
unteerism, members of the community asked about 
specific and realistic ways they could help to improve 
the schools in the Bernal Heights neighborhood. 



Sandra Krey, Principal Leonard Flynn 



Eve Cheung, Principal Junipero Serra 


Sandy Krey, from Flynn, noted that 'Events like this are 
important, and they should happen more often than 
not, so that we can all work together to figure out 
what the best solution is for the problems of each par¬ 
ticular school." Everyone in the room seemed to 
agree on the urgent need to improve the academic 
achievement of the children that attend those three ele¬ 
mentary schools. 

Also present in the meeting were Deena Zacharin, 
Director of Parent Relations at SFUSD, Mauricio Vela, 
Oriana Ides and Ron Morgan from BHNC, Hydra 
Mendoza, Director of Operations of Parents for Public 
Schools, and Ario Salazar and Anna Chow from San 
Francisco School Volunteers. 

If you would like to find out how you can help our 
neighborhood schools, attend Building Bernal Schools' 
(BBS) next planning meeting on Monday, February 4 
at 6:30pm at the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center. For more information about BBS, please con¬ 
tact Oriana Ides at 206-2140, ext 152. For more 
information about volunteering at a neighborhood 
school contact Anna Chow at San Francisco School 
Volunteers at 749-3700 ext 3006. 

Holly Park Planning: First 
Community Meeting 

The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department 
started the process of renovating Holly Park with a 
Community Meeting held on December 5th at the 
Bernal Rec. Center. Despite heavy rains, more than 
30 interested south Bernal residents attended, as well 
as representatives from the Departments of 
Recreation, Parks, and Planning. 

Melanie Luque, landscape architect responsible for the 
project, confirmed that $1.5 million will be spent on 
capital projects. Prior to the meeting, she had 
requested input from two park groups: Friends of 
Holly Park and Holly Park Neighbors. It was general¬ 
ly agreed that a new playground should be the high¬ 
est priority. Money will also be used for a new bath¬ 
room and pathway alterations to ensure ADA compli¬ 
ance. The importance of an updated irrigation system 


was discussed, but no commitment given. 

Ms. Luque agreed that many other parts of the park 
need attention, but did not think funds would cover 
any additional renovation. The group asked that all 
items be given a price tag, so the community could 
better understand the finances involved. 

A timeline was given to the group: there would be a 
second meeting for community input in February/ 
March. The final plans would take a maximum of 
another six months. The park renovation, including 
planning, would be completed within three years. She 
also said that reforestation would be managed by the 
Department of Recreation and Parks, but be inde¬ 
pendent of her project. 

Look for notices of the next meeting posted in the com¬ 
munity. 

Questions? Call Friends of Holly Park - 826-0236 

Precita Park Butterfly Park 

Precita Valley Neighbors and Community Gardens 
for Butterflies are working on installing a butterfly gar¬ 
den on two sides of the children's play area in Precita 
Park. The site is a former stream bed and the high 
water table continues to attract butterflies to the area. 
We hope to create sub-habitats that will provide nec¬ 
tar and larval plants for several different species of 
butterflies. Seven educational signs will be installed in 
the garden. The plans are drawn. We have received 
a grant from Bernal Hill Reality and we are waiting to 
hear from Friends of Recreation and Parks and the 
Potrero Nuevo Fund for the rest of the money. If you 
are interested in participating, please email Deirdre 
Elmansoumi at deirdre@urbanwildlife.org. 

Cesar E. Chavez Holiday Parade 
and Festival 

Come and join the celebration commemorating the life 
and work of labor and civil rights leader Cesar 
Chavez on Sunday, March 24th, 2002. The assembly 
for the parade begins at 11 a.m. at the foot of Market 
St (take MUNI to Embarcadero), the parade begins at 
12 noon, and 1 p.m. the Festival begins at the Civic 
Center Plaza. For more information, call 415-674- 
1884, email CECparade@hotmail.com , or visit 
www.ufw.org. If you are interested in participating in 
a Bernal Heights contingent for the parade, contact 
Ron Morgan at 206-2140 XI55. 
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BHNC Youth Department Presents: Pizza and Jobs 


by Tanya Alsberg 

Pizza. It seems to be the key ingredient in a recipe 
for employment success. "It's Monday, GETAJOB!" is 
the new workshop for young job seekers at the Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Center. In addition to resume 
help, job searching assistance and referrals, there is 
Domino's pizza for everyone. 

The workshop runs every Monday at the BHNC 
from 4pm to 6pm, and is led by Tanya Alsberg, the 
youth department's Job Developer. High school stu¬ 
dents, young parents, ex-offenders and interested 
neighbors have been among the participants so far 
this year. The weekly meetings are open to anyone 
between the ages of 1 6 and 24, whether they are 
actively searching for a job, thinking about it, or 
just interested in sharing their work experiences with 
others. 

Tara, 23, is contemplating career possibilities, and 
has been attending GETAJOB to find out what other 
young people are doing for work. Adam, 17, is 
learning that a lack of experience can make it hard to 
find a job. "Hopefully this workshop can help," he 
said. 

Another concern was brought up by Tiffany, 18, 
who referred to the events of September 11 th when 
telling the group she thought that employers are just 
not hiring anyone now. There is definitely more com¬ 
petition for low skilled jobs, but one youth is not 
daunted by the challenge. Melissa, 17, is actively 
searching for a part-time job while finishing her sen¬ 
ior year, playing soccer, learning piano and helping 
her mom with her younger siblings. Her response to 
the tragedy was this: "I want to make every minute 
count, and do something valuable every minute of my 


life." GETAJOB is helping her do just that. 

Lauren Bell, BHNC Youth Services Director, had the 
final word in a discussion about this exciting, new, 
pizza-laden, job group. "Motivated for meaningful 
employment, many young adults in San Francisco are 


coming to the BHNC to "GETAJOB!" 

"It's Monday, GETAJOB" every Monday 4pm to 
6pm upstairs in the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center conference room. Domino's pizza guaranteed 
for the first hour! 



At the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
515 Cortland Ave 4-6 pm 

Pizza ★ Resumes ★ Referrals ★Job Searching ★Job Support 


Hire the Most Qualified! 

The City is in financial trouble. It’s time we elect the right person 
for the job based on qualifications and not politics as usual ! 

John Farrell is the most qualified for the job. No other candidate 
has the necessary knowledge and hands on experience . 

s Currently works in the Assessor’s Office. Has been there 
for 10 yrs and was Assistant Assessor Budget and 
Special Projects until he filed for this election. 

s Solely responsible for bringing in over $50 million to the 
City in overlooked revenue. 

s The Assessor’s job is to appraise all SF property. John is 
the ONLY candidate who is a hands-on certified appraiser! 
He is also a licensed Real Estate Broker. 

s Fifth generation San Franciscan. Father was SF Controller. 
Grandfather was Muni driver. Uncles were SFFD and SFPD. 

s Endorsed by Supervisor Tony Hall, professional appraisals, 
and a broad coalition of neighborhood leaders. 

“As Assessor, I will ensure that all properties are fairly appraised. 

I will eliminate backlogs. I know what needs to be done. Hire me 
as your next Assessor on March 5, and I will bring my experience 
and commitment to the people of San Francisco.” 



John Farrell 


San Francisco Assessor 


www.hireiohnfarrell.com 


Paid for by John Farrell for Assessor, ld#J 240076 
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Library Mural: 
Restore? Replace? 
Rethink? 

Only eight people showed up at the Community 
Meeting January 22nd to discuss the future of the 
Bernal Heights Branch Library's mural. Despite the 
meager turnout, enthusiastic discussion ensued. In an 
effort to come to some agreement about which direc¬ 
tion to take, a follow up meeting has been planned for 
Saturday, February 23rd at 10:30 a.m. in the library. 

A library patron's concern about graffiti marring 
the front of the building was the impetus behind this 
gathering. Library staff want community input on 
what direction to take. 

The Bernal Heights Branch Library, which was voted 
best landmark building in 1 999 by the Bay Guardian, 
was designed (as was the West Portal Library) by 
Frederick H. Meyer in a simple California style. The 
dedication in October 1940 featured a full comple¬ 
ment of local dignitaries, marching bands and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Works Progress Administration which 
funded the construction. The building cost 
$90,399.97 and the lot it sits on was valued at 
$4,200.00 at the time. 

The mural, today in a state of neglect and disrepair, 
was designed by Arch Williams (now deceased) who 
began painting murals in San Francisco in 1972. The 
mural was begun in July 1980 and originally covered 
only the back of the building but was expanded to 
include all four sides. It was not fully completed at its 
dedication in October 1982. Funding was provided 
by the Office of Community Development, neighbor¬ 
hood merchants, residents and Friends of the Police 
Department. Its ambitious themes address culture, civ¬ 
ilization and the concept of time. 

Susan Cervantes attended the meeting and said 
"it's really important to preserve the cultural history of 
the community and the muralists." 

Other opinions suggested a preservationist perspec¬ 
tive: "I'd like to see the original architectural integrity 
of the building restored"and "let's take it back to its 
classic look." 

Another library patron commented that the mural 
"had seen better days and has become something of 
an eyesore". Someone else commented "let's consider 
other kinds of public art." 

Deputy City Librarian Paul Underwood and recently 



hired Branch Manager Lisa Dunseth were hoping for 
a consensus on how to proceed. They need your help. 
Please send email comments to COB@SFPL.ORG or 
phone the Chief of Branches Office at 557-4353. Or 
better yet, come to the follow up meeting next month 
and let us know what you think. 

Memorial Bulb 
Planting in Bernal 
Parks 

by Eugenie Marek 
Friends of Holly Park 

This past December, two Bernal Heights parks par¬ 
ticipated in a city-wide effort, sponsored by the 
Neighborhood Parks Council and Recreation and 
Parks Department, to plant bulbs in memory of those 
who died in the September 11 terrorist attacks. There 
were several thousand bulbs planted in our parks, 
while about 1 million bulbs were planted in New York 
City. 

The Friends of Holly Park had picked two Saturdays 
for this project. On December 1 st it poured all day. 
One week later they returned to plant more than 700 
bulbs, with the support from about two dozen volun- 
teers-adults and kids--as well as SF Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano and firemen from SFFD Engine Company 
32, whose station is on Holly Park Circle. Park gar¬ 
dener Theresa Hill picked the planting sites and joined 
in. Look for these bulbs at the north, south, and west 
entrance areas as well as along the playground. 

There will be mostly daffodils, along with tulips, 
freesias, and irises. 


Precita Valley Neighbors coordinated a planting in 
Precita Park on December 10th which included fourth 
and fifth grade classed from Immaculate Conception 
School as well as about eight volunteers. It wasn't 
raining, but it was muddy. The students came in two 
shifts, wearing their gym clothes, expecting to get 
dirty. They brought their green thumbs. The park 
gardener Patrick and an assistant had prepared 300 
spots mostly for daffodils mixed with some anemones 
and tulips in the western part of the park (near 
Folsom). Care was taken not to crush the existing 
plants. Look for these bulbs, more than 700 in all, 
this spring. 

Many more than a thousand bulbs were planted in 
these Bernal Heights parks, almost all passed along by 
Neighborhood Parks Council from nursery donations. 
Both parks had people from other parts of the city 
who read about the events and came to join in. Jean 
Darrah, of Precita Valley Neighbors, observed, "The 
bulbs are a symbol of renewal and beauty-they show 
we can survive." 
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Bernal 


Presents New Latina Author 


Interview with Resurrecciun Cruz 
By Martha Lunney 


Bernal Heights is known for its literary population of. 
readers, poets and other writers. Now, another 
author has joined their ranks. ResurrecciUn Cruz, 
author of "Santora, The Good Daughter," is the latest. 
Here is an interview with the new author. 

Lunney: Your book,'Santora, 1 is coming out in 
February. Is it set in San Francisco? 

Cruz: Yes. Most of it takes place in 
the Mission, and most of the charac¬ 
ters are Mexican. 

Lunney: I looked up 'Santora' in a 
Spanish dictionary but couldn't find it. 

What does it mean? 

Cruz: It's actually a proper Spanish 
name, but I used it as a Spanish word 
for priestess because it means 'saint- 
woman,' or 'a woman who has some¬ 
thing to do with saints.' In Mexico, unmarried women 
are usually the ones who take care of the church, like 
decorating the altar and putting clothes on the saints. 
It's a better word for an unmarried woman than the 
slang, 'quedada,' which is a demeaning term that 
means 'leftover,' as in food. In my story, Candela, the 
main character, is nearly 30 and she's disrespected by 
her family because of her unmarried status. 
Furthermore, she was expected to give up her own life 
to take care of her demanding mother. But she also 
has a powerful relationship to the saints, which is why 
I call her santora. 

Lunney: Can you give me a rundown of the book? 
Cruz: Candela has strange, magical things happen¬ 
ing to her that she thinks is evidence of a hereditary 
insanity, but what's really happening is what I would 
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call 'psychic emergence,' a flowering into her power. 
But having been raised in the U.S., she was never 
taught how to manage or even respect psychic 
power, the way she would have been if she were liv¬ 
ing in Mexico. So she thinks she's going crazy, and 
that it's being brought on by all the stress around 
having to be her mother's caretaker, because her 
mother has mental problems too. What follows is 
the story of all the crazy things that happens to her 
around this spiritual and cultural struggle. 

Lunney: What are some of those crazy things that 
happen to her? 

Cruz: Well, one example is that 
Candela makes the stigmata appear 
on her hands. The stigmata are 
marks like the wounds Jesus got at 
the crucifixion. Candela thinks of it 
as a scientific experiment to prove 
that stigmatists have the ability to 
turn the stigmata off and on at will. 

Only she finds she can't make it go 
away, and when people find out, they think she's a 
saint. Then hell breaks out-iiterally. 

Lunney: That's the devil character you're referring 
to, isn't it? 

Cruz: Yes. 

Lunney: Is there a lot of magic in the book? 

Cruz: There's magic, and visions, and shamanic 
spirit travel. Because her power is running amok, k she 
does magic sometimes without even meaning to. For 
instance, while waving ruffians away from a shop, the 
window explodes. 

Lunney: Is it 'Magical Realism'? 

Cruz: No. Magical Realism is when you use an 
impossible image or scene in your book, like a mer¬ 
maid living in someone's basement, or someone knit¬ 
ting a blanket of grief that stretches twenty miles, 

which are actual examples 
from books that I would 
consider Magical Realism. 
The magic in my book is 
real, either visions Candela 
has, or like the exploding 
window, or the stigmata. I 
haven't gotten to magical 
realism yet in my writing. 
Lunney: Is any of this 
book autobiographical? 
Cruz: For this book, I 
drew a lot on my family 
history, including the dark¬ 
er secrets. And of course, 
there's a lot of Mexican 
culture in the book, or 
maybe it's more accurate 
to say 'Pocha' culture, 
which is California-style 
Mexican. ■ And of course, 

I drew a lot on my knowl¬ 
edge of Mexican magic 
and herbs. 

Lunney: Are any of the 
characters in the book 
based on people you 
know, like the priest, or the 
devil character? 

Cruz: Yes, but if you 
want me to be specific on 
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which ones, I'm going to have to take the 5th! 

Lunney: The back jacket of the book says you're an 
urban curandera. What does that mean? 

Cruz: My character Candela is an urban curandera. 

It means a healer who works in the inner city. In 
Mexico, the curanderas frequently take the place of 
doctors in places where there are no doctors. I have 
been studying healing and magic since I was a 
teenager, so I guess that makes me a curandera too, 
even though I don't see patients on a formal basis, the 
way Candela does in the book. 

Lunney: How long did it take you to write the book? 
Cruz: Everyone asks me that, I don't know why. It 
took me four weeks to write the first draft, but of 
course it went through several revisions after that. I 
worked fast because I had a job where I was only 
working 10 hours a week, bit mainly because I had 
been incubating the story for about four years while I 
got my Master's in Women's Spirituality. 

Lunney: How many books have you written? 

Cruz: A few, although Santora is the first one to be 
published. 

Lunney: What are you working on now? 

Cruz: A book on the devil in Mexican folktales. I've 
been collecting them for years. The Mexican devil is a 
very interesting character, he's not merely evil, but 
someone who can lead people to spiritual self-discov¬ 
ery. I'm also thinking about a sort of sequel to 
'Santora,' which would be from the point of view of 
Candela's sister, in the book. 

Martha Lunney is. a psychotherapist and sometimes 
writer, living in Bernal Heights. 'Santora, The Good 
Daughter," is now available at Bernal Books, where a 
reading has been scheduled for April 1 2. For more 
information, visit the www.earthmonsterbooks.com 
web site. 
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Meet Your New 
Police Captain 

by Oriana Ides 

The New Year has begun and with it has comes a 
new Police Captain. Welcome Captain Kevin Dillon, 
former Captain of the Central District where he 
worked in China Town and North Beach for the past 
three years. 

Our new captain is celebrating his 27th year as a 
San Francisco Police Officer, following the footsteps of 
his 



Our New Police Captain, Kevin Dillon 

Grandfather, Father and Uncle that were also San 
Francisco Police officers. Captain Dillon was born in 
our district and spent the first years of his life in a 
house near Cayuga Street. His early memories of 
walking the Mission Street Beat with his father when 
his father was an Ingleside officer are still fresh in his 
mind, and he is eager to be once again in this neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Captain Dillon spent a number of years in 
Investigations and Homicide. His area of expertise is 
Domestic Violence. He is very familiar with Visitation 
Valley; as a new officer, Bayview was his first assign¬ 
ment. 

Captain Dillon's first words at our monthly police 
community relations meeting were reassurance that 
"Ingleside is NOT inner Siberia," in reference to an 
article in the Chronicle that referred to the airport as 
Siberia and Ingleside as inner. He understands that 
each district has its own pressing issues, and he is 
enjoying this time where he has a chance to familiar¬ 
ize himself with ours. He has been going on tours 


with Lt. M Ali and is quickly learning our neighbor¬ 
hood "hot spots." Captain Dillon feels that good com¬ 
munity policing should tailor itself to the needs of 
those policed, drawing its guidelines from a consen¬ 
sus. Captain Dillon is interested in hearing from you. 
He invites your comments and is looking forward to 
get to know you all so give him a call at (415) 404- 
4000 or email him at kevindillon@ci.sf.ca.us.com. To 
meet him personally, come to our Police Community 
Relations Meeting any third Tuesday of the month at 
7:00pm. The Address is 1 Sergeant John Young Lane, 
right off of San Jose Avenue. 

Butter and Pinches 
Return 

Lesbian filmmakers fight crime with funny business. 
When filmmakers Mary C. Matthews & Laura E. 
Woods launched the Berkeley based film and video 
collective, Butter & Pinches Productions, they set out to 
simply create comedy with their friends. Their first 
project, BUTTER & PINCHES, a fifteen-minute comedy 
short about lesbian crime fighters who solve mysteries 
almost by accident, caught on like wild fire on both 
the national and international 2001 gay and lesbian 
film circuits. With well received screenings at the San 
Francisco Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, the Dallas OUT 
TAKES Film Festival, the Washington DC Reel 
Affirmations Film Festival, the Berlin Lesbian Film 
.Festival and more, Woods, Matthews and the Butter & 
Pinches collective were encouraged and inspired to 
amp up production on a second installment. The result 
has finally arrived. 

BUTTER & PINCHES RETURN, a comedy short of 
more seismic proportion (clocking in at 35 minutes) 
brings the bumbling detectives back for more outra¬ 
geous action and adventure, with a decisively original 
lesbian film noir flavor. In the tradition of John Waters 
camp and Mel Brooks mayhem, BUTTER & PINCHES 
RETURN embraces the silly and the funny with top 
notch ensemble performances by Woods, Matthews 
and their crew of talented comedians, including San 
Francisco improviser, Sam Shaw and a house favorite 
of last year's original Butter & Pinches, Maureen 
Condron. 

BUTTER & PINCHES RETURN, written by Mary C. 
Matthews and directed by Celso Bulgatti, premieres 
one night only! Saturday February 16, 2002 at the 
Victoria Theatre. 2961 16th Street @ Mission in San 
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Mary Matthews and Laura Woods play bumbling detectives in their 
new short film Butter and Pinches 

Francisco. Show time is 8PM. Tickets are $5 and 
available at the box office or for advanced ticket 
reservations, log on to www.butterandpinches.com. 

BUTTER & PINCHES RETURN will screen in a pro¬ 
gram of comedy shorts from Butter & Pinches 
Productions including: Butter & Pinches, BYKES, Fire & 
Spew and Fowl Play, log on to www.butterandpinches.com 
for more info. 
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Transform Your 
Garden into an 
Outdoor Retreat 

By Katey Mulligan 

Your garden is an extension of your home, a premi¬ 
um, highly regarded outdoor space beyond the con¬ 
fines of your home, a place to read, relax or enter¬ 
tain. Gardens have never been more important in our 
lives for the solitude and solace they provide. As 
spaces for modern living, they can be designed with 
the same attention to detail and division of space as 
your home. Whatever outdoor space you have, make 
it beautiful and functional for recreation, dining with 
friends and family, growing food or herbs - all in a 
style that complements your home, your lifestyle and 
your budget. 

As you remodel your home, or a room fronting the 
outdoors, consider mapping out the garden as well. 
This enables you to link and integrate your indoor and 
outdoor spaces in a seamless composition. 

Regardless of the size or style of your space, your 
garden can be whatever you want it to be. If your 
home is rustic, minimalist, modern or traditional, your 
garden' and its furnishings can be designed to match. 

One way to link your indoor/outdoor space is 
through the use of materials. Stone, glass, copper, 
steel, wood and certain fabrics make excellent land¬ 
scape materials, allowing surfaces to flow freely from 
the inside out. A similar indoor/outdoor effect can be 
achieved by opening up an exterior wall, installing 
French doors or enlarging windows. Open spaces that 
are defined indoors by a rug or carpet can be replicat¬ 
ed outside by a lawn or by a stone or gravel patio. 


Color also is a powerful unifying element: paint or 
face a boundary or partition wall to match adjoining 
rooms, creating a continuous block of color. Light too 
blurs the distinction between disparate spaces. Trees, 
sculptures and other elements can be lit at night to 
draw the eye outside, cast shadows on a wall or sim¬ 
ply create mystery and drama. 

Reversing the process, bring natural elements 
indoors to replicate a garden room - particularly 
rewarding in winter. Lacking an atrium or conserva¬ 
tory, an indoor/outdoor space such as a courtyard, 
entryway or even a driveway can be transformed by 
a vine-covered trellis or clutter of lush potted plants. 
Add a freestanding or wall-mounted fountain or bird- 
bath to create a sculptural feature. A more exotic 
look results from a selection of brilliantly colored 
plants set in a ceramic pot against a painted wall 
(where hangs a painting or mirror). Add bistro table 
and chairs and you have .a breakfast nook. A 
Japanese-style water basin or sculpted boulder sur¬ 
rounded by bamboo with ornamental grasses or ferns 
evokes tranquility, while transforming the dullest court¬ 
yard or entryway. 

These simple elements work also in small or plain 
areas. A single tree casts shadow and shade; beside 
a large seating stone, it defines a space to read or 
contemplate. Simple, unified materials introduce a 
sense of tranquility to any setting. A paved patio, 
cobblestone paving or gravel path add textural inter¬ 
est. Plain colored walls unadorned with plants invoke 
a sense of calm with minimum distraction. The sooth¬ 
ing sound of water buffers noisy streets (and neigh¬ 
bors) and cools a hot, unsheltered corner. Lacking 
water,-a 'stream' of stones, pebbles or gravel invoke a 
dry riverbed. 

Maximize small spaces by keeping decoration sim¬ 
ple and to a minimum, in limited quarters, multiple 


objects, colors or low-growing plants distract the eye 
and disrupt the integrity of the space. A few large 
well-placed plants achieve a more dramatic, unified 
impact. Visually enlarge your space with paths or 
sight lines that lead the eye diagonally instead of 
along a straight line, which shortens the distance 
between objects. Directing the eye around a bend 
also adds mystery and intrigue by hinting at what 
might lie behind a group of shrubs or ornamental 
grasses. 

Larger oblong or irregularly shaped gardens can be 
segmented into dramatic geometric or curvaceous 
shapes and spaces. Areas for dining, seclusion, exer¬ 
cise or children's play provide settings for multiple 
functions and activities. Add structures such as trellis¬ 
es, screens or arbors to define these spaces or to add 
shade and shelter. Combined in a unified design with 
boulders, pots, sculpted stones or your favorite 'found' 
art piece, your garden can be as individual as you are. 

Gardens are dynamic, three-dimensional spaces 
that change dramatically over the years and through 
the seasons. They have the power to transform us as 
well, inviting us outside to enjoy the sun, air, birds 
and butterflies. With space at a premium in the Bay 
Area, you can't afford to waste it. Landscaping your 
garden costs 60% less per square foot than remodel¬ 
ing your kitchen, while the return of your investment is 
almost 60% more! A landscaped garden can 
increase your property value up to 25 percent. So 
whatever outdoor space you have, transform it into 
your private outdoor retreat, with sights, sounds, tex¬ 
tures and smells to nurture the senses and restore the spirit. 

Certified landscape designer Katey Mulligan pro¬ 
vides design, consultation and installation through her 
company, Liquidambar Garden Design: 

415.920.9625; liquidambarsf@hotmail.com. 
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• Timing Belts • Brakes • Clutches • General Repairs pollute 

•Air Conditioning/Heaters certif/cai 

• Electrical Problems/Rewiring/Short Circuits station 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism Repairs • Four-Wheel Drive Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering • CV Joint & Axle Service 

• Check Engine Light • Computer Diagnostics • Driveability 

Problems tSSSm 

• Engine & Transmission Rebuilding & Replacement ^ 

BBC 

since 1978 

(415)285-8588 

611 FLORIDA STREET (Near 18th St.) • S.F., CA 94110 
BETWEEN HARRISON & BRYANT STREETS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & ATM ACCEPTED 


SMQ^r 

CijlTCK 


* INSPECTION & 
REPAIR STATION . 


POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 



SF Environment 

Department of the Environment 
City & County of San Francisco 
www.sfenvironment.com 

554-RECYCLE 


Now accepted for 
curbside recycling 



OFF 

SMOG 


INSPECTION 


FREE 
||P§^ BRAKE 

SAFETY 

INSPECTION 

($42. 50 VALUE) 


fjU $10 

fn. r off 

OIL 

CHANGE 
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Retirement Retrospective: Shirley Ruth 


My life is so wondrous 
I cannot shut my eyes to miss a moment of it. 

I am moving toward the mountains, 

Once again to live among cedars, pines, oak and manzanita, 

Ponds where a blue heron preens himself in ancient waters. 

This is a secret place a river otter finds miles from the North Fork of the Yuba, 
Flapping with its one foot from one neighborhood pond to another, 
Cavorting in ours, 

Unafraid of the Canadian geese who claim a holiday feast in our meadows. 
Back in the City to pack: 

Somewhat slowed by shortness of breath, a few days in a hospital, 

That wonder oxygen, drugs that force accumulated fluids from my body. 

I am bowing to life, to changes, to lessons I am still learning. 

I am bowing to my children, my grandchildren, 

My friends who honor me by caring for me. 

This, is what becoming an elder means: 

That all the love we've gladly given returns to us, 

Though we neither expected nor demanded it to be a boomerang. 

I am undone by so much kindness. 

Shirley Ruth. San Francisco. December 2001. 



In Shirley's own words, " I'm feeling a little like I'm about to ditch school per¬ 
manently just when my future looked so rosy! A little guilty, cause I'm going 
to have freedom and fun while my former colleagues are still multi-tasking!" 
Shirley Ruth, Care Coordinator in the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Elder 
Support Team for almost six years, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
editor, publisher, writer, teacher, poet, minister in the Society of Friends, and 
so much more.... Is retiring. Though we will miss her listening presence and 
quiet wisdom, we are happy that she is pursuing her path of peace and soli¬ 
tude. We look forward to reading the books she plans to publish, and cele¬ 
brating with her at her retirement party! 

Thank you, Shirley Ruth! We love you! 



Bernal Filmmakers Show Their Stuff 

by Paul Welch 

Five Bernal Filmmakers will be showing their films in this year's Asian American Film 
Festival, March 7th through 14th. Heeraz Marfatia (Birju), Sharon WoodjOutside in 
Sight: The Music of the United Front), Valerie Soe(Sketch), Lambert Yam(l am the 
Master of my Own Boat) and Ruby YangfMirror Points) will all be represented in this 
year's festival. This year's Festival celebrates it's 20th anniversary, so many of the 
films are retrospectives of established filmmakers. Sketch is Valerie Soe's first film, an 
undergraduate assignment to create a self-portrait in real time. Other films from the 
70's and 80's include Lambert Yam's, which explored Chinatown's many faces in an 
impressionistic style in 1976, Ruby Yang's which delves into her architectural sur¬ 
roundings in 1 980, and Sharon Wood's, which traced the roots of Asian American 
Jazz in 1986. 

However, up and coming filmmakers are also represented at this year's festival. 
Heeraz Marfatia's Birju, which was just in this year's prestigious Sundance Festival. 
His film tells the story of a young, mischievious, boy who travels through and Indian 
city of smells, colors, rituals and toys. 

So get out and support your local artists and catch some good movies at the same 
time! 

The 20th Annual San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival runs from 
March 7-14 at the Castro Theatre and Kabuki Theatre. 


Mischief as a young boy in Heeraz Marfatia's Birju 



a Roman Trattoria 


"Palatino brings the best of 
Italy to Bernal Heights." 


— SF Chronicle 


803 Cortland 641 -8899 


Dinner nightly 
Lunch Monday - Friday 
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BHNC Volunteer Scott Cunningham 


VOLUNTEER PROFILE: 

Scott Cunningham 

By Adam Kinsey 

"You know...in our backyard, we've made a gate in 
our fence-actually two gates, one on the side and one 
in the back-so that we can come and go between our 
neighbors' yards." 

Scott Cunningham, is a natural community builder. 
He and his partner, Doug, have been living on Elsie 
Street since 1988 and during that time they have 
made a point of building a strong connection with the 
other residents of the area. When asked about his 
Elsie Street connections he says, "It's gone through a 
number of phases,...and this one is very sweet, 
because we know people on the ends of the block and 
not just around us." 

When Scott and Doug first moved to Bernal Heights, 
"We walked down Cortland Street and it was covered 
in graffiti. There were no stores to speak of, and 
where Good Life is now, you know, before there was 
a place you'd go in and buy a package of rice-and 
you'd get home and it'd have bugs in it." But a little 
after they came to Bernal Heights, Good Life moved in 
and things started to change. "It felt like it became a 
community and a little village." And it was at that time 
Scott began volunteering at the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center. 

Scott was born in Portland, Maine and went to art 
school there, where he met Doug, 22 years ago. 
Shortly after meeting each,other, they sold everything, 
traveled to Central America, then came back to the 
US and moved to San Francisco. For the past few 
years, Scott has run his own firm, doing murals and 
decorative paintings in people's homes. It's been inter¬ 
esting work, allowing him to use his skills as an artist 
and get paid. But now he'd like to do something dif¬ 
ferent. "It (the mural work] makes people feel good, it 


creates beauty, but it's definitely for the 
wealthiest population. That's been my 
frustration with it...I don't work for the 
average person." 

Scott has shown his love of working 
with people as a long-time volunteer for 
the Neighborhood Center. "I'm not sure 
how I met Mauricio [Vela, Executive 
Director of Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center], but I met him 
and saw what he was doing in the com¬ 
munity. He was one of those leaders 
who was just talking to everybody and 
getting people going. And it excited me so one day I 
walked into the Center, asked where his office was 
and said 'What can I do to help?' So I think what he 
started me on was delivering the New Bernal Journal, 
which I did for...it seems like so many years. And you 
know I liked doing it because I'd be walking along 
and I'd have time for chatting with people all through 
the neighborhood." Scott went on to do a two-year 
stint on the BHNC board, and organized two gay 
comedy nights at the Neighborhood Center. For the 
last two years, he has coordinated other volunteers for 
Fiesta on the Hill. "I often think I'm not good at sales, 
but I think I did pretty well in selling being a volunteer. 
It's been a nice way for me to volunteer for the Center. 
Being on the board was not my style. There were so 
many meetings and it was always the triage of 
fundraising." 

He's a natural organizer, taking pleasure from see¬ 
ing other people growing into ownership of a project. 
Which brings us back to Elsie Street. 

"You know, Doug, he's a Midwesterner," Scott says 
when asked about the community they have on their 
street, "and he just walks up to people...and it's 


almost the old 'Howdy neighbor!' It's hard to resist 
him. He's such a great person for starting all that." 
Recently, the Elsie Street group has started co-working 
on each other's houses. They work on one person's 
house during the day, and then have a big potluck 
after. The next month they will do it on somebody 
else's house. He has also has gotten connected with 
Friends of the Urban Forest and organized tree plant¬ 
ing on his block. 

Bernal Heights is Scott and Doug's home for good. 
"When you're anyplace else in the country, flying 
from anywhere, you can just tell your coming to San 
Francisco because the energy's different. People are 
really different...and then to come to the neighbor¬ 
hood...it's really just sweet, that's all I can call it. It's 
really just such a great home. We know how lucky we 
are to be here." 

And one more thing. 

"The first of January I had a bet with Mauricio, he 
told me he was going to get his office cleaned up in 
that one week. And I went by today and I noticed it 
looks exactly the same." 

At this reporter's protestation that the floor is now 




SMALL CRACK. 
BIG PROBLEM? 


ATTORNEYS A T I. A W 

140 Geary Street. Ninth Floor 
San Francisco, CA 941 (IS 
415-782-2680 

RESTORING CONFIDENCE 

vv vv w.conciOiOftgroup.com 


To protect your investment, call our Condo Loft 
Group at 877.782.2680 - toll free or visit us at 
www.condoloftgroup.com 


WE CAN HELP. 

Those tiny cracks in the wall next to your window could mean a 
leak and water in your wall cavity. Left unchecked, water damage 
can lead to early deterioration of your home and structural 
problems; it can even become a threat to your health. 


Cracked, stained walls and ceilings, mold and 
mildew - all these signs point to a leaky condo or 
loft. Once started, it never corrects itself. 


Call us now to find out how we can help 
determine the severity of your problem, to 
manage the repair, assist you with disclosure and 
financial recovery, and begin to set things right. 
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Holiday Festival 
Brings Youth Together 

By Lauryn Bell 

On behalf of the Youth Department at the Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Center (BHNC), I would like to 
thank the Bernal community for supporting this year's 
Holiday Festival that was hosted on December 14th, 
2001 3pm-6pm. Over 1 20 people from Bernal 
Heights, the Inner Mission, Excelsior, Visitation Valley 
and Bayview-Hunters Point came to volunteer and/or 
enjoy a good time. Each year, our holiday festival 
responds to the needs of low and moderate-income 
families. Our families work hard to cover basic 
necessities and holiday obligations can be especially 
stressful to people. The Neighborhood Center gath¬ 
ered a truly diverse group of people together in 
remembrance of what is important-good friends, good 
food, laughter and support of each other. The event 
wouldn't be as fun or successful if it wasn't for the 
assistance of many different people. 

Thank you to the Haas Sr. Foundation, Joseph 
Smooke, Housing Director BHNC, BHNC staff and 
Bernal neighbors who donated money, resources and 
time. With your help, we were able to purchase pres¬ 
ents, food, materials and supplies that were pleasing 
to the eye and also to the palate. It also enabled us to 
distribute over 200 toys to children who sat with 


Gopal Sarin,. Bernal neighborhood resident and this 
year's Holiday Santa. Teen leaders from the "United 
Playaz" and "MYEEP" took lead roles in the spin art, 
arts and crafts, face painting and food creations activ¬ 
ities. Without them, community youth wouldn't have 
learned the art of making a Polynesian lei filled with 
candy, the ancient tradition of creative cookie decorat¬ 
ing, or how to twist the perfect cotton candy cone. 
Thanks to Sumi Imamoto, BHNC Asset Manager who 
kept the hot chocolate and hot cider flowing. Without 
her the children would have consumed the 8 cans of 
whipped cream in 10 minutes. Respect to Oriana 
Ides, BHNC Community Organizer for her great ideas 
and her assistance with planning and decorating. 
Special recognition goes to volunteer, Saysana 
Thepkaysone who was hejpful in all phases of the 
event. We were particularly appreciative of the three 
large food and supplies baskets that Saysana put 
together for the raffle. Our families' eyes opened 
wide when they saw what they had won! 

Last, but not least, thank you to the BHNC Youth 
Staff who were there first to arrange tables, engage 
youth in activities and who stayed to wash the last 
dish. Parents and families called to express apprecia¬ 
tion for everyone involved in coordinating the event. 

In truth, it wouldn't have happened without the gen¬ 
erosity of people and community. Thank you very 
much for coming together to make other people 
happy. It's simply a wonderful thing to do. 



Special thanks to Wally Wilcox of Team Golden 
Gate, Domino's Pizza. 

Your support of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center's, Youth Employment and Leadership 
Development programs is tremendously appreciated. 
Youth focus groups and surveys have confirmed the 
importance of quality food and snacks to youth. 
Domino's Pizza made it possible for BHNC youth pro¬ 
grams to provide pizza at groups and meetings. Your 
partnership with us is a partnership with the Bernal 
and Excelsior community. Thanks a lot!!! 


Senior Corner: Neighborhood Acknowledgments 


By Kesha Young 

Many neighbors contributed to a successful holiday season. Star gift givers participated in the First Annual Senior Wish Tree, causing a smashing success of 115 gifts 
for active and homebound seniors! 

The Walter and Elise Haas Senior Fund made a major difference in the lives of our seniors. The charitable donation they gave provided supplies for a special book 
making class taught by local artist/ educator Aaron Lazansky-Oliva. The Fund also 
supplied 50 complete holiday meals for homebound seniors, food for a huge holi- r"“ .. . 

day luncheon for our active seniors, and additional gifts to augment the Senior Wish __ . . . - TIT* 1 

Tree. We thank the Haas'for their generosity! W A 1\] p Ic A Jxj f J ^I I I 

Neighborhood volunteers delivered food boxes and gifts to elders in need, and JL 

helped to restructure Gifts on the Hill. A notable team of cooks: Deb Caperton, John 
Caperton, Eric Donney, Kirsten O'Hearn, Mitra Modaressi, Antonia Kohl, Laura 
Zindel, and Hanna Hohenberg deserve special thanks for baking homemade apple 
pies for our homebound senior clients. Levi, "Bo" and Jeremy Harvey were instru¬ 
mental in cooking and serving our senior holiday luncheon. ... . .. 

Despite the turmoil of today's world, there are still caring and considerate citizens r , . . i 

who are willing to work to make a difference - right here in the Bernal Heights Alf| A I | 1 fl I ^ II I Q A IJ l| O 

neighborhood! The Senior Department would like to extend an extraordinary thanks |\l | 1/If || I I I fj I I O || I I A 

to all of those individuals and families who helped make the 2001 Holiday Season ■■■PBgl 1 ■■ ■ jf . ■ ■■M V» w , 

the best ever for our senior neighbors! , . Tfa M t u fe.- • — :: UiHiliiM *« * *** » &■ Viiki ti i« l«i l ijf j 

Our 2002 New Year's resolution is to provide more educational opportunities for \\ , / 

our seniors. Beginning in February, the Mission Cultural Center will be offering a :} ^.\y n \ '/ , 

Folk Arts class for seniors on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 11:3Q a.m. at the BHNC. . . / i&ji, V , jf T d 

We are looking for other community volunteers to teach classes or creative work- N ! . ■ ■ {/ *** 

shops for our seniors. In conjunction with this goal, we want to acquire a large . \ 

rolling blackboard. Please call Kesha Young at (415) 206 9175 if you can help out! 


Planting 

Irrigation 

Carpentry 

Stonework 


1 


Design 

Installation 

Maintenance 

Consultation 


ROCK AND ROSE 
L ANDSCAPIN G 

SPRING INTO ACTION! 

romantic garden • woodland garden 

kitchen garden • child's garden 

fragrant garden * secluded garden 


Proposition G has been endorsed by : 

San Francisco Beautiful • Sierra Club • League of Conservation Voters 
National Women’s Political Caucus - SF • Alice B. Toklas LGBT 
Democratic Club • Neighborhood Parks Council • SPUR •’ Coalition 
for San Francisco Neighborhoods • Friends of Recreation and Parks 
Save Our Streets • San Francisco Democratic Party • Green Party 
Senator Dianne Feinstein • U.S. House Democratic Whip Nancy Pelosi 
Assembly Majority Leader Kevin Shelley • Assemblymember Carole 
Migden • President of the Board of Supervisors Tom Ammiano • 
Supervisors Aaron Peskin, Jake McGoldrick, Mark Leno, 

Matt Gonzalez, and Chris Daly (partial list) 

Election Day is March 5 th 


Contr. Lie. 
#562817 


824-3458 


Mike Boss 
Botanist 


Vote Yes on G! 


1615 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94110 


To learn more, visit www.nonewbillboards.com or call 421-2608 

Paid for by San Francisco Beautiful: No New Billboards 
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Trading Rubble For Art 


Artwork would replace rubble barrier 


By Greg Gavin 

The Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center is collab¬ 
orating with local artist Gregory Gavin to create per¬ 
manent artwork on the north side of Bernal Hill. 
Gavin has lived on Bernal Heights for eleven years 
and has been observing and considering possibilities 
for the unusual site while walking and running on the 
Hill almost daily. Gavin is known locally for building 
soapbox cars with kids and producing the movie 
BERNALTOWN. The proposed artwork, still in the 
conceptual phase, would replace the deteriorating 
rubble barriers along Bernal Heights Boulevard, pre¬ 
sumably put in place by the Department of Public 


Works decades ago as a barrier for cars. Says 
Gavin, "Everyone, including myself, is wary of any 
kind of construction project that would impose itself 
on the Hill's natural open space. But even the most 
skeptical neighbors have gotten excited when they 
look at the pitiful condition of the site, and realize 
that we want to replace something really ugly with 
something we could take pride in." 

The unusual site for the potential artwork is visible 
up close to pedestrians who walk and run by the line 
of concrete rubble blocks and deteriorating 
wooden guardrails, and also by motorists who drive 
along the other side. On a complete different scale, 


the sweeping curved site can be seen from above by 
the view seekers and dog walkers gazing down at it 
from the top of Bernal Hill. Gavin hopes to work with 
the BHNC to develop a design and construction 
process that hinges on participation and input from 
the community. If initial funding is secured, he hopes 
to set up a kind of outdoor design studio and 
information booth on the site and invite neighbors 
and other fans of the hill to weigh in with their con¬ 
cerns, impressions and ideas while looking at 
drawings and site models. 


Cents-ible Shopping on Mission 


By Paul Welch 




Peteetives without a due 

B&jSe* & Pvtttftws Pwxftfcttona. Comfnuntcaft&As 

BUTTER PINCHES RETURN Vrtffwft by Wary C. M*«Nwr8 0** t«.M C 
fcy fciary C. Malthew* U»ufa E- Wootfc .-kvs EfejyO'nd Pf* 
fctvtl PmvcNj* Ah Hev.-'vwj wtvw 


World Premiere Screening! 

Saturday Februapij 16th 2002 

At the Victo pia Theat pe 

2961 16th Street @ Mission in San F rancisco 
8PM Showtime $5 @ the door 
Loq on to www.hutterandpinches.com for info 


Frequent travelers up Mission St. will have noticed a building that looks like it 
grew wings and flew right out of Cole Valley. Sandwiched between Navarro's 
Gym and the Universal Bakery just north of the Cortland intersection is a brightly 
colored store, whose paint job and foil work would warrant a listing on any tour 
of creatively colored Victorians. Though it would be hard to guess from its beauti¬ 
ful fapade, this is a 99 cent store. Named Cents and Sensibility (a pun on a Jane 
Austin Title), it opened 
about two months ago, 
and its proprietors 
Harold Niessen and 
Angel Torres are commit¬ 
ted to putting a new twist 
on the old 99 cent store 
image. 

"We really wanted to 
make a place where the 
community could come 
and get nice things at a 
reasonable price. Angel 
and I have shopped at 
these kind of stores all 
our lives, and we felt that 
there was a need to 
make one where the 
products were of a high¬ 
er quality and the serv¬ 
ice is more geared 
towards the community," 
said Harold. 

When I remarked on a particularly nice tea set made to look like plated silver, 
Harold told me, "I got those from an Afghani friend of mine who has a store in 
Fremont, the weekend before September 11th. He had a surplus lot of them, and 
I would never have been able to sell them so cheaply if it wasn't for him. Since 
September 11th we have become good friends. It's amazing how the Universe 
makes these things happen." 

The array of products at Cents and Sensibility are a little nicer than I have 
encountered tit most stores of this type. There were the normal toys and cleaning 
supplies, but also nice luggage, personal care products (like some luxuriant-look¬ 
ing cocoa butter), and unexpected treasures like the tea set. The store was full of 
people, and Harold and Angel were equally chatty with all of them, alternately in 
English and Spanish. I purchased a "Pirate Kingdom" suction cup, flint-lock dart 
gun for my roommate, four odd dinosaur themed notebooks, and a set of four 
purple plastic cups all for $3.49. It's a great store that fills and needed niche in 
our area/and I encourage all Bernal Residents to go and give it a look. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine delivered to your 
doorstep. For monthly menu call Jane Peal - 
Cuisini'ere at 826-2133, or see web page at 
www. pea leu i si ne. com 

Medical Insurance Free quotes for individuals, families 
and businesses - "A" rated plans, Alternative care, 

Blue Cross/Shield, Medicare Supplements, Long Term 
Care Insurance. Let an expert assist you at no extra 
cost! Call Bill Hannant, 647-7012. 

Mr. Morgenstem's Hauling Dump runs done reason¬ 
able. Cash or pay me with old stuff. Free estimates. 
Call 902-8026 ANYTIME. 

All Things Macintosh: Troubleshooter for hire. Solve 
mysterious freezes. Improve performance. Software 
support, tutoring, and more. References. Roslyn 
(510) 526-1209. 

Spanish Lessons All levels. Conversation with gram¬ 
matical base. Designed for people interested also in 
the cultural principles related to the language and its 
origins. Classes are individual or small groups tai¬ 
lored to your own interest and needs too. School 
located in Bernal Heights. Agora Language Resources 
(415) 248-1881 (Please note do not use an old ver¬ 
sion of this, because it will have old information that 
has'caused some problems) 

Telecommunications Wiring. And jack installation. 
Telephone, computer network, COAX, audio and 
intercom installation. Residential/business Quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Kent (415) 401 -0214 

Garage Near 101 /280 call 641 -1436 

Charlie the Phone Guy: Residence/Business/Home 


Office phone wiring. FAX/Modem/DSL. Dead jacks 
made live! Free Estimates. On-Time appointments. 
641-8654. Sfphoneguy@aol.com 

Clean & Natural: House cleaning. LIC. And Bonded 
for your protection. Bi-Weekly-Weekly-Move In/Out. 
Owner Operated. Call Simone (415) 303-9865 (415) 
577-8188 

Handyman/Carpenter: Repair a door, install cabinets 
or shelves, fix a fence, deck or windows, even some . 
electrical. I do good work at a reasonable rate. 

Robert 566-3389 

Tired of squeezing your out-of town parents or friends 
into your already jammed home? Visiting the city on a 
temporary business assignment? Charming fully fur¬ 
nished studio, cable TV, VCR, stereo, kitchen, full bath 
laundry, garden, telephone, available on a short time 
basis. Next to open space, easy parking, good trans¬ 
portation. Bernal Heights (415)285-7064 

Piano Lessons in Bernal Heights All ages, all levels 
welcome. 15 years experience as performer and 
teacher. Call Susan 824-3920 

Math Problems ?: Not a problem! Get dedicated, one- 
on-one tutoring from professionals instructor with 
years of experience. Excellent referrals from SF's top 
high schools. Specializing in SAT, GRE preparation - 
math and verbal. GMAT, LSAT as well. David 
Freeling, B.A., M.A., Columbia University (415) 285- 
0574 

Looking for sublet: We're having a baby and seeking 
place for visiting family to stay from mid-Feb. to April 
1. Looking for sublet or mother-in-law suite with 
kitchen. Please call 285-0574. 


Need Help with your Computer? Home and small 
businesses. Any problem, I can help. Internet setup, 
System setup and troubleshooting, upgrades (memory, 
hard drive, applications), Flexible schedule, Contact 
Louis at 824-5910 or email lm_bedard@hotmail.com 

Wanted Studio apt or room in quiet location for 
European Gentleman. Very quiet exceptionally clean. 
Non-smoker. Ideal tenant. Call 647-4443 

Experienced Tutor Available: English, French, Biology, 
Study Skills (grades 1-12) Math, Science (grades 1 -7). 
Call 415-401-7234 

HOST FAMILIES-WANTED. International Students 
need housing/meals. One Week to One Year. Have 
Fun! Get Paid! Call Jacqueline (415) 552-2210 

Beginning Mosaic workshops in idyllic setting with 
longtime Potrero Hill artist. Saturday 10-3 plus 
Sunday noon-3. Create a mosaic stepping stone: orig¬ 
inal art for your garden. All materials provided. For 
dates and info: Joni 648-6740 

DAVID'S RELIABLE HOUSECLEANING: call for inter¬ 
view; telephone 415-282-0474 

Wanted: Studio Apt, or room in quiet location for 
European gentleman. Very quiet, exceptionally clean. 
Non-smoker. Ideal tenant. 

Ergonomic workstation and movement analysis: we 
work onsite in your office to solve problems in both 
equipment and body usage with easy, cost-effective 
solutions. Prevent injury with the body at work. 415- 
8201410 www.thebodyatwork.com 


178 Andover Street 
San Francisco 
CA 94110 


( 415 ) 206-1300 

info@BernalHill.com 




Bernal Hill Realty 


At Home in Bernal Heights 


Curious About What Your Bernal Heights Home Is 
Worth In Today’s Real-Estate Market? 

A Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) from Bernal 
Hill Realty would give you the answer. A CMA is an 
estimate of the market value of your home. This 
estimate is made by comparing your home to similar 
homes that have recently sold or been listed for sale in 
your neighborhood. 

Bernal Hill Realty’s CMA gives you an overview of all 
homes that have sold in the last three months, and all 
homes currently being marketed in Bernal Heights. 
Details and photographs are provided for the three 


homes that are most similar to yours in terms of size, 
location, condition and appeal. 

Because Bemal Hill Realty tracks every home that is 
marketed and sold here, we can quickly and easily 
prepare a CMA for your Bernal Heights home. During 
a brief visit, we walk through your home; ask you what 
you love the most about it and take some pictures. A 
few days later we return with a complete CMA for your 
home. It’s that simple. 

So, if you want to find out what your home is worth in 
today’s market, give us a call at (415) 206-1300. Oh, 
and one more thing-lt’s free. 


www. Bernal Hill. com 
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BHNC Takes on Broad Range of Community Projects for 2002 


By Amy Risch 

As a new BHNC board member, I'm still learning 
about all the things that BHNC does and all the places 
our work affects. As I read the Department's work 
plans for 2002, I am amazed by everything that the 
staff and volunteers do. As I have learned a lot 
recently about the organization and our programs, 

I've extracted some highlights from the plans to help 
share the Center's plans with the community. 

The Center has 5 main components: Youth pro¬ 
grams, Senior programs, Organizing, Housing, and 
Resource Development/Administration. The first four 
impact the outside world and the fifth one keeps the 
Center up and running. So, here's what the depart¬ 
ments have planned for 2002. 

Led by director Lauren Bell, the Youth department's 
eight employees run an array of programs with 
acronyms that cover the alphabet. From BAAPS to 
YES, there's a myriad of programs that reach more 
than 1 800 youth each year. This past year saw sever¬ 
al new programs launched including Waterfront Kids, 
an educational and recreational program that focuses 
on the maritime history and environmental importance 
of the water that surrounds us in San Francisco, and a 
teen recreation program at the Bernal Gateway apart¬ 
ments. Longstanding programs such as Beautiful 
African American Princesses (BAAPS) at Luther 
Burbank Middle School, the Gang Prevention Program 


(GPP), United Playaz at Balboa High School, and 
Youth Employment Services (YES) are always popular. 
The Greater Mission Consortium (GMC), a collabora¬ 
tion of six agencies coordinated by BHNC, just moved 
into bigger offices at 4468 Mission Street in January. 

At the other end of the age spectrum, the Senior 
Services department provides support for both active 
and home-bound seniors in Bernal Heights. Led by 
director Karen Garrison, the seven employees in the 
Senior Services department completed a door-to-door 
assessment of community needs for Senior services in 
Bernal Heights last fall. Preliminary findings show 
that most seniors in our neighborhood are relatively 
healthy at this time, though there are many with multi: 
pie chronic health conditions and almost 40% are sig¬ 
nificantly socially isolated from family and friends. The 
findings from the survey will be used to adjust and 
evolve both the Active Senior Program and the NEST 
(Neighborhood Elders Support Team) program, which 
serves home-bound seniors. In 2002, the program 
will put more emphasis on developing the Active 
Senior Program to provide recreational and support 
services to more of the neighborhood's seniors. 

Though the smallest department in terms of staffing, 
the Organizing department can sometimes seem to be 
the biggest because of its visibility. With just two staff 
members, including new director Ron Morgan, the 
organizing department relies on volunteers to get the 


Are you a member of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood CenterP 

As a community-based organization, the BHNC is only as strong as the support you give us. We depend 
on our members for financial and volunteer help, to be on committees and our Board of Directors helping 
us make our decisions, and to vote at our annual congress, deciding our direction year by year. 

You are needed! If you are already a member, Thank You! If you are not or have let your membership 
lapse, We Need You! And if your not sure if you're a member or not, Call us! at (415) 206-2140, ex. 
148. We'll be happy to check our records. 

Whatever it is, help us help you. In addition to the membership form below, we have included a number- 
of other options for you. 


Yes! I want to help Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center continue to serve my community. 


o $15-49 
o $50-99 
o $100-249 
o $250 
o $500 
o $1000 
o $1.00 
o $5.00 
o $_ 

Membership Information 


Regular Membership 
Supporting Membership 
Neighborhood Center Friend 
Neighborhood Center Advocate 
Neighborhood Center Sustainer 
Neighborhood Center Sponsor 
Youth Membership (under 18) 
Seniors/Low-income Membership 
Other 


Telephone-day 


Telephone-evening 


E-mail 

New Member o Renewing Member o 

o My check is enclosed payable to: Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 

o My employer has a matching gift program. A corporate matching form is enclosed. 

Name of employer 

o I am interested in learning about volunteer opportunities. 

o I am interested in learning about Planned Giving opportunities. 

o Please do not exchange my name and address with any other organization. 

Send Membership Form and check, money order, or cash to: 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 515 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94110 



big jobs done. The Home Depot Doesn't Fit campaign 
will probably be familiar to most readers as the 
biggest part of the department's workload this year. 

The department also runs the Building Bernal Schools 
program to improve our neighborhood schools 
through increased volunteer support from the commu¬ 
nity, publishes the New Bernal Journal, and does 
organizing around housing and land use issues along 
both the Bayshore Corridor and the Mission corridor 
between Cesar Chavez and Silver. They also support 
low-income tenant organizing at both Public Housing 
and the BHNC properties. 

The Housing Department focuses on providing 
affordable housing through new construction, housing 
rehabilitation, pressuring private developers to include 
more affordable units, and land use planning. The five 
staff members and director Joseph Smooke manage 
the 11 housing sites already developed by BHNC, and 
are currently working on the design of new senior 
housing at 51 99 Mission Street, completing construc¬ 
tion of the new special needs housing on Eddy Street 
for formerly homeless, multiply diagnosed HIV-positive 
parents and their children, and trying to acquire 
space for more affordable housing in Bernal and the 
Excelsior. 

Finally there's the nine people in the resource devel¬ 
opment and administrative groups that make all this 
work possible. For 2002, they're aiming to get the 
BHNC web site up and running and continue the 
focus on the 4 traditional financial cornerstones of 
Fiesta, individual and major donors, foundations, and 
government grants. In addition to those hefty respon¬ 
sibilities, they will provide all the administrative sup¬ 
port that allows the other groups to meet their goals 
for 2002 as well. 

In reviewing the work plans for 2002, I've been 
truly impressed by the great range of projects happen¬ 
ing at the Neighborhood Center. The Neighborhood 
Center is looking forward to an active year of making 
a positive impact in the lives of the youth, seniors, and 
everyone in between in Bernal Heights and our sur¬ 
rounding communities. It's a full plate and as always, 
we'll need help! Whether through financial contribu¬ 
tions, participating in Congress and Fiesta, volunteer¬ 
ing on one of the committees or campaigns, or just 
spreading the word about the Center and the pro¬ 
grams to those in need, you can definitely help the 
Center make all these plans happen. For more infor¬ 
mation contact organizing coordinator, Ron Morgan 
at 206-2140 ext. 155. 

Ollier Ways You Can Help! 

• Consider us for your next 
United Way Donor Choice gift. 
Just fill in BHNC's code #928683 
on the United Way pledge form. 

• For federal employees, the 
Combined Federal Campaign is 
the program through which you 
may also designate your United 
Way gift. 

• Donate resale items to 
Community Thrift Store, 

Valencia between 17th and 18th 
Streets, and designate BHNC 
(acct# 243) as the beneficiary. 

• When you shop at Cole 
Hardware, Mission and 29th 
Street, tell them you want 
BHNC (acct# 515) to get 10% 
from your purchase. 











